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TERMINATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE CONFERENCE OF
UNITED STATES

For termination of Administrative Conference of
United States, see note set out preceding section 591 of
this title.

§596. Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this subchapter not more than
$3,200,000 for fiscal year 2009, $3,200,000 for fiscal
year 2010, and $3,200,000 for fiscal year 2011. Of
any amounts appropriated under this section,
not more than $2,5600 may be made available in
each fiscal year for official representation and
entertainment expenses for foreign dignitaries.

(Pub. L. 89-554, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 391, §576;
Pub. L. 91-164, Dec. 24, 1969, 83 Stat. 446; Pub. L.
92-526, §2, Oct. 21, 1972, 86 Stat. 1048; Pub. L.
95-293, §1(a), June 13, 1978, 92 Stat. 317; Pub. L.
97-330, Oct. 15, 1982, 96 Stat. 1618; Pub. L. 99-470,
§2(a), Oct. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 1198; Pub. L. 101-422,
§1, Oct. 12, 1990, 104 Stat. 910; renumbered §596,
Pub. L. 102-354, §2(2), Aug. 26, 1992, 106 Stat. 944;
Pub. L. 108-401, §3, Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2255;
Pub. L. 110-290, §2, July 30, 2008, 122 Stat. 2914.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised Statutes and

U.S. Code Statutes at Large

Derivation

5 U.S.C. 1045e. Aug. 30, 1964, Pub. L. 88-499,

§7, 78 Stat. 618.

The word ‘‘hereby’’ is omitted as unnecessary.

Standard changes are made to conform with the defi-
nitions applicable and the style of this title as outlined
in the preface to the report.

AMENDMENTS

2008—Pub. L. 110-290 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘There are author-
ized to be appropriated to carry out this subchapter not
more than $3,000,000 for fiscal year 2005, $3,100,000 for
fiscal year 2006, and $3,200,000 for fiscal year 2007. Of any
amounts appropriated under this section, not more
than $2,500 may be made available in each fiscal year
for official representation and entertainment expenses
for foreign dignitaries.”

2004—Pub. L. 108-401 reenacted section catchline
without change and amended text generally. Prior to
amendment, text read as follows: ‘“There are authorized
to be appropriated to carry out the purposes of this
subchapter not more than $2,000,000 for fiscal year 1990,
$2,100,000 for fiscal year 1991, $2,200,000 for fiscal year
1992, $2,300,000 for fiscal year 1993, and $2,400,000 for fis-
cal year 1994. Of any amounts appropriated under this
section, not more than $1,500 may be made available in
each fiscal year for official representation and enter-
tainment expenses for foreign dignitaries.”

1992—Pub. L. 102-354 renumbered section 576 of this
title as this section.

1990—Pub. L. 101-422 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, section read as follows: ‘“‘There are au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out the purposes of
this subchapter not more than $1,600,000 for fiscal year
1986 and not more than $2,000,000 for each fiscal year
thereafter up to and including fiscal year 1990. Of any
amounts appropriated under this section, not more
than $1,000 may be made available in each fiscal year
for official reception and entertainment expenses for
foreign dignitaries.”

1986—Pub. L. 99-470 substituted ‘‘Authorization of ap-
propriations’ for ‘‘Appropriations’ in section catchline
and amended text generally. Prior to amendment, text
read as follows: ‘‘There are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out the purposes of this subchapter
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sums not to exceed $2,300,000 for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 1982, and not to exceed $2,300,000 for each
fiscal year thereafter up to and including the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1986.”

1982—Pub. L. 97-330 substituted provisions authoriz-
ing appropriations of not to exceed $2,300,000 for fiscal
year ending Sept. 30, 1982, and not to exceed $2,300,000
for each fiscal year thereafter up to and including fis-
cal year ending Sept. 30, 1986, for provisions that had
authorized appropriations of not to exceed $1,700,000 for
fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 1979, $2,000,000 for fiscal year
ending Sept. 30, 1980, $2,300,000 for fiscal year ending
Sept. 30, 1981, and $2,300,000 for fiscal year ending Sept.
30, 1982.

1978—Pub. L. 95-293 substituted provisions authoriz-
ing appropriations for fiscal years ending Sept. 30, 1979,
Sept. 30, 1980, Sept. 30, 1981, and Sept. 30, 1982, of
$1,700,000, $2,000,000, $2,300,000, and $2,300,000, respec-
tively, for provisions authorizing appropriations for fis-
cal years ending June 30, 1974, June 30, 1975, June 30,
1976, June 30, 1977, and June 30, 1978, of $760,000, $805,000,
$850,000, $900,000, and $950,000, respectively, and provi-
sions authorizing for each fiscal year thereafter such
sums as may be necessary.

1972—Pub. L. 92-526 substituted provisions authoriz-
ing to be appropriated necessary sums not in excess of
$760,000 for fiscal year ending June 30, 1974, $805,000 for
fiscal year ending June 30, 1975, $850,000 for fiscal year
ending June 30, 1976, $900,000 for fiscal year ending June
30, 1977, and $950,000 for fiscal year ending June 30, 1978,
and each fiscal year thereafter, for provisions authoriz-
ing to be appropriated necessary sums, not in excess of
$450,000 per annum.

1969—Pub. L. 91-164 substituted ‘‘$450,000 per annum”’
for *“$250,000"".

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 95293, §1(b), June 13, 1978, 92 Stat. 317, pro-
vided that: ‘“The amendment made by subsection (a)
[amending this section] shall take effect October 1,
1977

CHAPTER 6—THE ANALYSIS OF
REGULATORY FUNCTIONS
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§601. Definitions

For purposes of this chapter—

(1) the term ‘‘agency’” means an agency as
defined in section 551(1) of this title;

(2) the term ‘‘rule’” means any rule for which
the agency publishes a general notice of pro-
posed rulemaking pursuant to section 553(b) of
this title, or any other law, including any rule
of general applicability governing Federal
grants to State and local governments for
which the agency provides an opportunity for
notice and public comment, except that the
term ‘‘rule’” does not include a rule of particu-
lar applicability relating to rates, wages, cor-
porate or financial structures or reorganiza-
tions thereof, prices, facilities, appliances,
services, or allowances therefor or to valu-
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ations, costs or accounting, or practices relat-
ing to such rates, wages, structures, prices, ap-
pliances, services, or allowances;

(3) the term ‘‘small business’ has the same
meaning as the term ‘‘small business concern”
under section 3 of the Small Business Act, un-
less an agency, after consultation with the Of-
fice of Advocacy of the Small Business Admin-
istration and after opportunity for public com-
ment, establishes one or more definitions of
such term which are appropriate to the activi-
ties of the agency and publishes such defini-
tion(s) in the Federal Register;

(4) the term ‘‘small organization’ means any
not-for-profit enterprise which is independ-
ently owned and operated and is not dominant
in its field, unless an agency establishes, after
opportunity for public comment, one or more
definitions of such term which are appropriate
to the activities of the agency and publishes
such definition(s) in the Federal Register;

(5) the term ‘‘small governmental jurisdic-
tion” means governments of cities, counties,
towns, townships, villages, school districts, or
special districts, with a population of less
than fifty thousand, unless an agency estab-
lishes, after opportunity for public comment,
one or more definitions of such term which are
appropriate to the activities of the agency and
which are based on such factors as location in
rural or sparsely populated areas or limited
revenues due to the population of such juris-
diction, and publishes such definition(s) in the
Federal Register;

(6) the term ‘‘small entity’ shall have the
same meaning as the terms ‘‘small business”’,
‘‘small organization” and ‘‘small govern-
mental jurisdiction’ defined in paragraphs (3),
(4) and (b) of this section; and

(7) the term ‘‘collection of information”—

(A) means the obtaining, causing to be ob-
tained, soliciting, or requiring the disclosure
to third parties or the public, of facts or
opinions by or for an agency, regardless of
form or format, calling for either—

(i) answers to identical questions posed
to, or identical reporting or recordkeeping
requirements imposed on, 10 or more per-
sons, other than agencies, instrumental-
ities, or employees of the United States; or

(ii) answers to questions posed to agen-
cies, instrumentalities, or employees of
the United States which are to be used for
general statistical purposes; and

(B) shall not include a collection of infor-
mation described under section 3518(c)(1) of
title 44, United States Code.

(8) RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENT.—The term
‘“‘recordkeeping requirement’ means a require-
ment imposed by an agency on persons to
maintain specified records.

(Added Pub. L. 96-354, §3(a), Sept. 19, 1980, 94

Stat. 1165; amended Pub. L. 104-121, title II,
§241(a)(2), Mar. 29, 1996, 110 Stat. 864.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 3 of the Small Business Act, referred to in
par. (3), is classified to section 632 of Title 15, Com-
merce and Trade.
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AMENDMENTS

1996—Pars. (7), (8). Pub. L. 104-121 added pars. (7) and
(8).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 104-121, title II, §245, Mar. 29, 1996, 110 Stat.
868, provided that: ‘“This subtitle [subtitle D (§§241-245)
of title II of Pub. L. 104-121, amending this section and
sections 603 to 605, 609, 611, and 612 of this title and en-
acting provisions set out as a note under section 609 of
this title] shall become effective on the expiration of 90
days after the date of enactment of this subtitle [Mar.
29, 1996], except that such amendments shall not apply
to interpretative rules for which a notice of proposed
rulemaking was published prior to the date of enact-
ment.”

EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 96-354, §4, Sept. 19, 1980, 94 Stat. 1170, provided
that: “The provisions of this Act [enacting this chap-
ter] shall take effect January 1, 1981, except that the
requirements of sections 603 and 604 of title 5, United
States Code (as added by section 3 of this Act) shall
apply only to rules for which a notice of proposed rule-
making is issued on or after January 1, 1981.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 104-121, §1, Mar. 29, 1996, 110 Stat. 847, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [enacting sections 801 to 808 of
this title, section 657 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade,
and sections 1320b-15 and 1383e of Title 42, The Public
Health and Welfare, amending this section and sections
504, 603 to 605, 609, 611, and 612 of this title, sections 665e
and 901 of Title 2, The Congress, section 648 of Title 15,
section 2412 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Proce-
dure, section 3101 of Title 31, Money and Finance, and
sections 401, 402, 403, 405, 422, 423, 425, 902, 903, 1382,
1382c, 1383, and 1383c of Title 42, enacting provisions set
out as notes under this section and sections 504, 609,
and 801 of this title and sections 401, 402, 403, 405, 902,
1305, 1320b-15, and 1382 of Title 42, amending provisions
set out as a note under section 631 of Title 15, and re-
pealing provisions set out as a note under section 425 of
Title 42] may be cited as the ‘Contract with America
Advancement Act of 1996°.”

SHORT TITLE

Pub. L. 96-354, §1, Sept. 19, 1980, 94 Stat. 1164, pro-
vided: ‘“That this Act [enacting this chapter] may be
cited as the ‘Regulatory Flexibility Act’.”

REGULATORY ENFORCEMENT REPORTS

Pub. L. 107-198, §4, June 28, 2002, 116 Stat. 732, pro-
vided that:

‘“‘(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term ‘agency’
has the meaning given that term under section 551 of
title 5, United States Code.

“(b) IN GENERAL.—

‘(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than December 31,
2003, each agency shall submit an initial report to—

“‘(A) the chairpersons and ranking minority mem-
bers of—

‘(i) the Committee on Governmental Affairs
[now Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs] and the Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship of the Senate; and

“(ii) the Committee on Government Reform
[now Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform] and the Committee on Small Business of
the House of Representatives; and
‘“(B) the Small Business and Agriculture Regu-

latory Enforcement Ombudsman designated under

section 30(b) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.

657(0)).

‘“(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than December 31,
2004, each agency shall submit a final report to the
members and officer described under paragraph (1)
(A) and (B).
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‘“(3) CONTENT.—The initial report under paragraph
(1) shall include information with respect to the 1-
year period beginning on October 1, 2002, and the final
report under paragraph (2) shall include information
with respect to the 1-year period beginning on Octo-
ber 1, 2003, on each of the following:

““(A) The number of enforcement actions in which
a civil penalty is assessed.

‘“(B) The number of enforcement actions in which
a civil penalty is assessed against a small entity.

‘(C) The number of enforcement actions de-
scribed under subparagraphs (A) and (B) in which
the civil penalty is reduced or waived.

‘(D) The total monetary amount of the reduc-
tions or waivers referred to under subparagraph (C).
‘“(4) DEFINITIONS IN REPORTS.—Each report under

this subsection shall include definitions selected at
the discretion of the reporting agency of the terms
‘enforcement actions’, ‘reduction or waiver’, and
‘small entity’ as used in the report.”

ASSESSMENT OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS AND POLICIES
ON FAMILIES

Pub. L. 105-277, div. A, §101(h) [title VI, §654], Oct. 21,
1998, 112 Stat. 2681-480, 2681-528, as amended by Pub. L.
108-271, §8(b), July 7, 2004, 118 Stat. 814, provided that:

‘‘(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section are to—

‘(1) require agencies to assess the impact of pro-
posed agency actions on family well-being; and

‘“(2) improve the management of executive branch
agencies.

‘“(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

‘(1) the term ‘agency’ has the meaning given the
term ‘Executive agency’ by section 105 of title 5,
United States Code, except such term does not in-
clude the Government Accountability Office; and

“(2) the term ‘family’ means—

‘“(A) a group of individuals related by blood, mar-
riage, adoption, or other legal custody who live to-
gether as a single household; and

‘(B) any individual who is not a member of such
group, but who is related by blood, marriage, or
adoption to a member of such group, and over half
of whose support in a calendar year is received from
such group.

“(c) FAMILY POLICYMAKING ASSESSMENT.—Before im-
plementing policies and regulations that may affect
family well-being, each agency shall assess such ac-
tions with respect to whether—

‘(1) the action strengthens or erodes the stability
or safety of the family and, particularly, the marital
commitment;

‘“(2) the action strengthens or erodes the authority
and rights of parents in the education, nurture, and
supervision of their children;

‘“(3) the action helps the family perform its func-
tions, or substitutes governmental activity for the
function;

‘“(4) the action increases or decreases disposable in-
come or poverty of families and children;

‘“(5) the proposed benefits of the action justify the
financial impact on the family;

‘(6) the action may be carried out by State or local
government or by the family; and

“(7T) the action establishes an implicit or explicit
policy concerning the relationship between the be-
havior and personal responsibility of youth, and the
norms of society.

“(d) GOVERNMENTWIDE FAMILY POLICY COORDINATION
AND REVIEW.—

‘(1) CERTIFICATION AND RATIONALE.—WIith respect to
each proposed policy or regulation that may affect
family well-being, the head of each agency shall—

‘“(A) submit a written certification to the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget and to
Congress that such policy or regulation has been
assessed in accordance with this section; and

‘(B) provide an adequate rationale for implemen-
tation of each policy or regulation that may nega-
tively affect family well-being.
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‘“(2) OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET.—The Di-
rector of the Office of Management and Budget
shall—

‘““(A) ensure that policies and regulations pro-
posed by agencies are implemented consistent with
this section; and

‘(B) compile, index, and submit annually to the
Congress the written certifications received pursu-
ant to paragraph (1)(A).

““(3) OFFICE OF POLICY DEVELOPMENT.—The Office of
Policy Development shall—

““(A) assess proposed policies and regulations in
accordance with this section;

‘“(B) provide evaluations of policies and regula-
tions that may affect family well-being to the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and Budget; and

‘“(C) advise the President on policy and regu-
latory actions that may be taken to strengthen the
institutions of marriage and family in the United
States.

‘““(e) ASSESSMENTS UPON REQUEST BY MEMBERS OF
CONGRESS.—Upon request by a Member of Congress re-
lating to a proposed policy or regulation, an agency
shall conduct an assessment in accordance with sub-
section (c¢), and shall provide a certification and ration-
ale in accordance with subsection (d).

“(f) JuDICIAL REVIEW.—This section is not intended to
create any right or benefit, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law by a party against the United
States, its agencies, its officers, or any person.”

SMALL BUSINESS REGULATORY FAIRNESS

Pub. L. 104-121, title II, §§201-224, Mar. 29, 1996, 110
Stat. 857-862, as amended by Pub. L. 110-28, title VIII,
§8302, May 25, 2007, 121 Stat. 204, provided that:

“SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

“This title [enacting sections 801 to 808 of this title
and section 657 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade,
amending this section, sections 504, 603 to 605, 609, 611,
and 612 of this title, section 648 of Title 15, and section
2412 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure, en-
acting provisions set out as notes under this section
and sections 504, 609, and 801 of this title, and amending
provisions set out as a note under section 631 of Title
15] may be cited as the ‘Small Business Regulatory En-
forcement Fairness Act of 1996°.

“SEC. 202. FINDINGS.

‘‘Congress finds that—

‘(1) a vibrant and growing small business sector is
critical to creating jobs in a dynamic economy;

‘“(2) small businesses bear a disproportionate share
of regulatory costs and burdens;

“(3) fundamental changes that are needed in the
regulatory and enforcement culture of Federal agen-
cies to make agencies more responsive to small busi-
ness can be made without compromising the statu-
tory missions of the agencies;

‘“(4) three of the top recommendations of the 1995
White House Conference on Small Business involve
reforms to the way government regulations are devel-
oped and enforced, and reductions in government pa-
perwork requirements;

‘“(5) the requirements of chapter 6 of title 5, United
States Code, have too often been ignored by govern-
ment agencies, resulting in greater regulatory bur-
dens on small entities than necessitated by statute;
and

‘(6) small entities should be given the opportunity
to seek judicial review of agency actions required by
chapter 6 of title 5, United States Code.

“SEC. 203. PURPOSES.

““The purposes of this title are—

“(1) to implement certain recommendations of the
1995 White House Conference on Small Business re-
garding the development and enforcement of Federal
regulations;

‘“(2) to provide for judicial review of chapter 6 of
title 5, United States Code;
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‘“(3) to encourage the effective participation of
small businesses in the Federal regulatory process;

‘“(4) to simplify the language of Federal regulations
affecting small businesses;

‘“(5) to develop more accessible sources of informa-
tion on regulatory and reporting requirements for
small businesses;

‘(6) to create a more cooperative regulatory envi-
ronment among agencies and small businesses that is
less punitive and more solution-oriented; and

‘(7 to make Federal regulators more accountable
for their enforcement actions by providing small en-
tities with a meaningful opportunity for redress of
excessive enforcement activities.

‘‘SUBTITLE A—REGULATORY COMPLIANCE SIMPLIFICATION
“SEC. 211. DEFINITIONS.
“For purposes of this subtitle—

‘(1) the terms ‘rule’ and ‘small entity’ have the
same meanings as in section 601 of title 5, United
States Code;

‘4(2) the term ‘agency’ has the same meaning as in
section 551 of title 5, United States Code; and

‘“(3) the term ‘small entity compliance guide’
means a document designated and entitled as such by
an agency.

“SEC. 212. COMPLIANCE GUIDES.
‘‘(a) COMPLIANCE GUIDE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For each rule or group of related
rules for which an agency is required to prepare a
final regulatory flexibility analysis under section
605(b) [probably should be ‘‘section 604’’] of title 5,
United States Code, the agency shall publish 1 or
more guides to assist small entities in complying
with the rule and shall entitle such publications
‘small entity compliance guides’.

‘“(2) PUBLICATION OF GUIDES.—The publication of
each guide under this subsection shall include—

‘“(A) the posting of the guide in an easily identi-
fied location on the website of the agency; and

‘(B) distribution of the guide to known industry
contacts, such as small entities, associations, or in-
dustry leaders affected by the rule.

‘(3) PUBLICATION DATE.—An agency shall publish
each guide (including the posting and distribution of
the guide as described under paragraph (2))—

““(A) on the same date as the date of publication
of the final rule (or as soon as possible after that
date); and

“(B) not later than the date on which the require-
ments of that rule become effective.
¢“(4) COMPLIANCE ACTIONS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Each guide shall explain the
actions a small entity is required to take to comply
with a rule.

“(B) EXPLANATION.—The explanation under sub-
paragraph (A)—

‘(i) shall include a description of actions need-
ed to meet the requirements of a rule, to enable

a small entity to know when such requirements

are met; and

‘‘(ii) if determined appropriate by the agency,
may include a description of possible procedures,
such as conducting tests, that may assist a small
entity in meeting such requirements, except that,
compliance with any procedures described pursu-
ant to this section does not establish compliance
with the rule, or establish a presumption or infer-
ence of such compliance.

‘“(C) PROCEDURES.—Procedures described under
subparagraph (B)(ii)—

‘(i) shall be suggestions to assist small entities;
and

‘‘(ii) shall not be additional requirements, or di-
minish requirements, relating to the rule.

‘“(b) AGENCY PREPARATION OF GUIDES.—The agency
shall, in its sole discretion, taking into account the
subject matter of the rule and the language of rel-
evant statutes, ensure that the guide is written using
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sufficiently plain language likely to be understood by
affected small entities. Agencies may prepare sepa-
rate guides covering groups or classes of similarly af-
fected small entities and may cooperate with associa-
tions of small entities to develop and distribute such
guides. An agency may prepare guides and apply this
section with respect to a rule or a group of related
rules.

‘(6) REPORTING.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of the Fair Minimum Wage Act of
2007 [May 25, 2007], and annually thereafter, the head
of each agency shall submit a report to the Commit-
tee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship of the
Senate, the Committee on Small Business of the
House of Representatives, and any other committee
of relevant jurisdiction describing the status of the
agency’s compliance with paragraphs (1) through (5).
“(b) COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE OF INFORMATION.—Agen-

cies shall cooperate to make available to small entities
through comprehensive sources of information, the
small entity compliance guides and all other available
information on statutory and regulatory requirements
affecting small entities.

“(c) LIMITATION ON JUDICIAL REVIEW.—An agency’s
small entity compliance guide shall not be subject to
judicial review, except that in any civil or administra-
tive action against a small entity for a violation occur-
ring after the effective date of this section, the content
of the small entity compliance guide may be considered
as evidence of the reasonableness or appropriateness of
any proposed fines, penalties or damages.

“SEC. 213. INFORMAL SMALL ENTITY GUIDANCE.

‘‘(a) GENERAL.—Whenever appropriate in the interest
of administering statutes and regulations within the
jurisdiction of an agency which regulates small enti-
ties, it shall be the practice of the agency to answer in-
quiries by small entities concerning information on,
and advice about, compliance with such statutes and
regulations, interpreting and applying the law to spe-
cific sets of facts supplied by the small entity. In any
civil or administrative action against a small entity,
guidance given by an agency applying the law to facts
provided by the small entity may be considered as evi-
dence of the reasonableness or appropriateness of any
proposed fines, penalties or damages sought against
such small entity.

‘“(b) PROGRAM.—Each agency regulating the activities
of small entities shall establish a program for respond-
ing to such inquiries no later than 1 year after enact-
ment of this section [Mar. 29, 1996], utilizing existing
functions and personnel of the agency to the extent
practicable.

‘“(c) REPORTING.—Each agency regulating the activi-
ties of small business shall report to the Committee on
Small Business [now Committee on Small Business and
Entrepreneurship] and Committee on Governmental Af-
fairs [now Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs] of the Senate and the Committee on
Small Business and Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives no later than 2 years after
the date of the enactment of this section on the scope
of the agency’s program, the number of small entities
using the program, and the achievements of the pro-
gram to assist small entity compliance with agency
regulations.

“SEC. 214. SERVICES OF SMALL BUSINESS DEVEL-
OPMENT CENTERS.

“(a) [Amended section 648 of Title 15, Commerce and
Trade.]

‘“(b) Nothing in this Act [see Short Title of 1996
Amendment note, above] in any way affects or limits
the ability of other technical assistance or extension
programs to perform or continue to perform services
related to compliance assistance.

“SEC. 215. COOPERATION ON GUIDANCE.
‘“‘Agencies may, to the extent resources are available

and where appropriate, in cooperation with the States,
develop guides that fully integrate requirements of
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both Federal and State regulations where regulations
within an agency’s area of interest at the Federal and
State levels impact small entities. Where regulations
vary among the States, separate guides may be created
for separate States in cooperation with State agencies.

“SEC. 216. EFFECTIVE DATE.

““This subtitle and the amendments made by this sub-
title shall take effect on the expiration of 90 days after
the date of enactment of this subtitle [Mar. 29, 1996].

‘‘SUBTITLE B—REGULATORY ENFORCEMENT REFORMS

“SEC. 221. DEFINITIONS.
“For purposes of this subtitle—

‘(1) the terms ‘rule’ and ‘small entity’ have the
same meanings as in section 601 of title 5, United
States Code;

‘(2) the term ‘agency’ has the same meaning as in
section 551 of title 5, United States Code; and

‘“(3) the term ‘small entity compliance guide’
means a document designated as such by an agency.

“SEC. 222. SMALL BUSINESS AND AGRICULTURE
ENFORCEMENT OMBUDSMAN.
“[Enacted section 657 of Title 15, Commerce and
Trade.]

“SEC. 223. RIGHTS OF SMALL ENTITIES IN EN-

FORCEMENT ACTIONS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Each agency regulating the activi-
ties of small entities shall establish a policy or pro-
gram within 1 year of enactment of this section [Mar.
29, 1996] to provide for the reduction, and under appro-
priate circumstances for the waiver, of civil penalties
for violations of a statutory or regulatory requirement
by a small entity. Under appropriate circumstances, an
agency may consider ability to pay in determining pen-
alty assessments on small entities.

““(b) CONDITIONS AND EXCLUSIONS.—Subject to the re-
quirements or limitations of other statutes, policies or
programs established under this section shall contain
conditions or exclusions which may include, but shall
not be limited to—

‘(1) requiring the small entity to correct the viola-
tion within a reasonable correction period;

“(2) limiting the applicability to violations discov-
ered through participation by the small entity in a
compliance assistance or audit program operated or
supported by the agency or a State;

‘(3) excluding small entities that have been subject
to multiple enforcement actions by the agency;

‘“(4) excluding violations involving willful or crimi-
nal conduct;

‘(5) excluding violations that pose serious health,
safety or environmental threats; and

‘(6) requiring a good faith effort to comply with the
law.

‘‘(c) REPORTING.—Agencies shall report to the Com-
mittee on Small Business [now Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship] and Committee on
Governmental Affairs [now Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs] of the Senate and
the Committee on Small Business and Committee on
Judiciary of the House of Representatives no later than
2 years after the date of enactment of this section
[Mar. 29, 1996] on the scope of their program or policy,
the number of enforcement actions against small enti-
ties that qualified or failed to qualify for the program
or policy, and the total amount of penalty reductions
and waivers.

“SEC. 224. EFFECTIVE DATE.

‘“This subtitle and the amendments made by this sub-
title shall take effect on the expiration of 90 days after
the date of enactment of this subtitle [Mar. 29, 1996].”’

EFFECTS OF DEREGULATION ON RURAL AMERICA

Pub. L. 101-574, title III, §309, Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat.
2831, provided that:

‘“(a) STUDY.—The Office of Technology Assessment
shall conduct a study of the effects of deregulation on

TITLE 5—GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION AND EMPLOYEES

Page 86

the economic vitality of rural areas. Such study shall
include, but not be limited to, a thorough analysis of
the impact of deregulation on—

‘(1) the number of loans made by financial institu-
tions to small businesses located in rural areas, a
change in the level of security interests required for
such loans, and the cost of such loans to rural small
businesses for creation and expansion;

‘“(2) airline service in cities and towns with popu-
lations of 100,000 or less, including airline fare, the
number of flights available, number of seats avail-
able, scheduling of flights, continuity of service,
number of markets being served by large and small
airlines, availability of nonstop service, availability
of direct service, number of economic cancellations,
number of flight delays, the types of airplanes used,
and time delays;

“(3) the availability and costs of bus, rail and
trucking transportation for businesses located in
rural areas;

‘“(4) the availability and costs of state-of-the-art
telecommunications services to small businesses lo-
cated in rural areas, including voice telephone serv-
ice, private (not multiparty) telephone service, reli-
able facsimile document and data transmission, com-
petitive long distance carriers, cellular (mobile) tele-
phone service, multifrequency tone signaling services
such as touchtone services, custom-calling services
(including three-way calling, call forwarding, and call
waiting), voicemail services, and 911 emergency serv-
ices with automatic number identification;

‘“(5) the availability and costs to rural schools, hos-
pitals, and other public facilities, of sending and re-
ceiving audio and visual signals in cases where such
ability will enhance the quality of services provided
to rural residents and businesses; and

‘“(6) the availability and costs of services enumer-
ated in paragraphs (1) through (5) in urban areas com-
pared to rural areas.

‘“(b) REPORT.—Not later than 12 months after the date
of enactment of this title [Nov. 15, 1990], the Office of
Technology Assessment shall transmit to Congress a
report on the results of the study conducted under sub-
section (a) together with its recommendations on how
to address the problems facing small businesses in rural
areas.”

CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS AND DECLARATION OF
PURPOSE

Section 2 of Pub. L. 96-354 provided that:
‘“(a) The Congress finds and declares that—

‘(1) when adopting regulations to protect the
health, safety and economic welfare of the Nation,
Federal agencies should seek to achieve statutory
goals as effectively and efficiently as possible with-
out imposing unnecessary burdens on the public;

“(2) laws and regulations designed for application
to large scale entities have been applied uniformly to
small businesses, small organizations, and small gov-
ernmental jurisdictions even though the problems
that gave rise to government action may not have
been caused by those smaller entities;

“(3) uniform Federal regulatory and reporting re-
quirements have in numerous instances imposed un-
necessary and disproportionately burdensome de-
mands including legal, accounting and consulting
costs upon small businesses, small organizations, and
small governmental jurisdictions with limited re-
sources;

‘“(4) the failure to recognize differences in the scale
and resources of regulated entities has in numerous
instances adversely affected competition in the mar-
ketplace, discouraged innovation and restricted im-
provements in productivity;

‘“(5) unnecessary regulations create entry barriers
in many industries and discourage potential entre-
preneurs from introducing beneficial products and
processes;

‘“(6) the practice of treating all regulated busi-
nesses, organizations, and governmental jurisdictions
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as equivalent may lead to inefficient use of regu-

latory agency resources, enforcement problems, and,

in some cases, to actions inconsistent with the legis-
lative intent of health, safety, environmental and
economic welfare legislation;

‘(7 alternative regulatory approaches which do not
conflict with the stated objectives of applicable stat-
utes may be available which minimize the significant
economic impact of rules on small businesses, small
organizations, and small governmental jurisdictions;

‘“(8) the process by which Federal regulations are
developed and adopted should be reformed to require
agencies to solicit the ideas and comments of small
businesses, small organizations, and small govern-
mental jurisdictions to examine the impact of pro-
posed and existing rules on such entities, and to re-
view the continued need for existing rules.

“(b) It is the purpose of this Act [enacting this chap-
ter] to establish as a principle of regulatory issuance
that agencies shall endeavor, consistent with the objec-
tives of the rule and of applicable statutes, to fit regu-
latory and informational requirements to the scale of
the businesses, organizations, and governmental juris-
dictions subject to regulation. To achieve this prin-
ciple, agencies are required to solicit and consider
flexible regulatory proposals and to explain the ration-
ale for their actions to assure that such proposals are
given serious consideration.”

EXECUTIVE ORDER No. 12291

Ex. Ord. No. 12291, Feb. 17, 1981, 46 F.R. 13193, which
established requirements for agencies to follow in pro-
mulgating regulations, reviewing existing regulations,
and developing legislative proposals concerning regula-
tion, was revoked by Ex. Ord. No. 12866, §11, Sept. 30,
1993, 58 F.R. 51735, set out below.

EXECUTIVE ORDER NoO. 12498

Ex. Ord. No. 12498, Jan. 4, 1985, 50 F.R. 1036, which es-
tablished a regulatory planning process by which to de-
velop and publish a regulatory program for each year,
was revoked by Ex. Ord. No. 12866, §11, Sept. 30, 1993, 58
F.R. 51735, set out below.

EXECUTIVE ORDER NoO. 12606

Ex. Ord. No. 12606, Sept. 2, 1987, 52 F.R. 34188, which
provided criteria for executive departments and agen-
cies to follow in making policies and regulations to en-
sure consideration of effect of those policies and regu-
lations on autonomy and rights of the family, was re-
voked by Ex. Ord. No. 13045, §7, Apr. 21, 1997, 62 F.R.
19888, set out as a note under section 4321 of Title 42,
The Public Health and Welfare.

EXECUTIVE ORDER NoO. 12612

Ex. Ord. No. 12612, Oct. 26, 1987, 52 F.R. 41685, which
set out fundamental federalism principles and policy-
making criteria for executive departments and agen-
cies to follow in formulating and implementing policies
and limited the instances when executive departments
and agencies could construe a Federal statute to pre-
empt State law, was revoked by Ex. Ord. No. 13132,
§10(b), Aug. 4, 1999, 64 F.R. 43259, set out below.

EX. ORD. NO. 12630. GOVERNMENTAL ACTIONS AND INTER-
FERENCE WITH CONSTITUTIONALLY PROTECTED PROP-
ERTY RIGHTS

Ex. Ord. No. 12630, Mar. 15, 1988, 53 F.R. 8859, provided:

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and laws of the United States of America,
and in order to ensure that government actions are
undertaken on a well-reasoned basis with due regard
for fiscal accountability, for the financial impact of the
obligations imposed on the Federal government by the
Just Compensation Clause of the Fifth Amendment,
and for the Constitution, it is hereby ordered as fol-
lows:

SECTION 1. Purpose. (a) The Fifth Amendment of the
United States Constitution provides that private prop-
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erty shall not be taken for public use without just com-
pensation. Government historically has used the formal
exercise of the power of eminent domain, which pro-
vides orderly processes for paying just compensation,
to acquire private property for public use. Recent Su-
preme Court decisions, however, in reaffirming the fun-
damental protection of private property rights pro-
vided by the Fifth Amendment and in assessing the na-
ture of governmental actions that have an impact on
constitutionally protected property rights, have also
reaffirmed that governmental actions that do not for-
mally invoke the condemnation power, including regu-
lations, may result in a taking for which just com-
pensation is required.

(b) Responsible fiscal management and fundamental
principles of good government require that government
decision-makers evaluate carefully the effect of their
administrative, regulatory, and legislative actions on
constitutionally protected property rights. Executive
departments and agencies should review their actions
carefully to prevent unnecessary takings and should
account in decision-making for those takings that are
necessitated by statutory mandate.

(c) The purpose of this Order is to assist Federal de-
partments and agencies in undertaking such reviews
and in proposing, planning, and implementing actions
with due regard for the constitutional protections pro-
vided by the Fifth Amendment and to reduce the risk
of undue or inadvertent burdens on the public fisc re-
sulting from lawful governmental action. In further-
ance of the purpose of this Order, the Attorney General
shall, consistent with the principles stated herein and
in consultation with the Executive departments and
agencies, promulgate Guidelines for the Evaluation of
Risk and Avoidance of Unanticipated Takings to which
each Executive department or agency shall refer in
making the evaluations required by this Order or in
otherwise taking any action that is the subject of this
Order. The Guidelines shall be promulgated no later
than May 1, 1988, and shall be disseminated to all units
of each Executive department and agency no later than
July 1, 1988. The Attorney General shall, as necessary,
update these guidelines to reflect fundamental changes
in takings law occurring as a result of Supreme Court
decisions.

SEC. 2. Definitions. For the purpose of this Order: (a)
‘‘Policies that have takings implications’ refers to
Federal regulations, proposed Federal regulations, pro-
posed Federal legislation, comments on proposed Fed-
eral legislation, or other Federal policy statements
that, if implemented or enacted, could effect a taking,
such as rules and regulations that propose or imple-
ment licensing, permitting, or other condition require-
ments or limitations on private property use, or that
require dedications or exactions from owners of private
property. ‘‘Policies that have takings implications”
does not include:

(1) Actions abolishing regulations, discontinuing gov-
ernmental programs, or modifying regulations in a
manner that lessens interference with the use of pri-
vate property;

(2) Actions taken with respect to properties held in
trust by the United States or in preparation for or dur-
ing treaty negotiations with foreign nations;

(3) Law enforcement actions involving seizure, for
violations of law, of property for forfeiture or as evi-
dence in criminal proceedings;

(4) Studies or similar efforts or planning activities;

(5) Communications between Federal agencies or de-
partments and State or local land-use planning agen-
cies regarding planned or proposed State or local ac-
tions regulating private property regardless of whether
such communications are initiated by a Federal agency
or department or are undertaken in response to an invi-
tation by the State or local authority;

(6) The placement of military facilities or military
activities involving the use of Federal property alone;
or

(7) Any military or foreign affairs functions (includ-
ing procurement functions thereunder) but not includ-
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ing the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers civil works pro-
gram.

(b) Private property refers to all property protected
by the Just Compensation Clause of the Fifth Amend-
ment.

(c) ‘“‘Actions” refers to proposed Federal regulations,
proposed Federal legislation, comments on proposed
Federal legislation, applications of Federal regulations
to specific property, or Federal governmental actions
physically invading or occupying private property, or
other policy statements or actions related to Federal
regulation or direct physical invasion or occupancy,
but does not include:

(1) Actions in which the power of eminent domain is
formally exercised;

(2) Actions taken with respect to properties held in
trust by the United States or in preparation for or dur-
ing treaty negotiations with foreign nations;

(3) Law enforcement actions involving seizure, for
violations of law, of property for forfeiture or as evi-
dence in criminal proceedings;

(4) Studies or similar efforts or planning activities;

(5) Communications between Federal agencies or de-
partments and State or local land-use planning agen-
cies regarding planned or proposed State or local ac-
tions regulating private property regardless of whether
such communications are initiated by a Federal agency
or department or are undertaken in response to an invi-
tation by the State or local authority;

(6) The placement of military facilities or military
activities involving the use of Federal property alone;
or

(7) Any military or foreign affairs functions (includ-
ing procurement functions thereunder), but not includ-
ing the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers civil works pro-
gram.

SEC. 3. General Principles. In formulating or imple-
menting policies that have takings implications, each
Executive department and agency shall be guided by
the following general principles:

(a) Governmental officials should be sensitive to, an-
ticipate, and account for, the obligations imposed by
the Just Compensation Clause of the Fifth Amendment
in planning and carrying out governmental actions so
that they do not result in the imposition of unantici-
pated or undue additional burdens on the public fisc.

(b) Actions undertaken by governmental officials
that result in a physical invasion or occupancy of pri-
vate property, and regulations imposed on private prop-
erty that substantially affect its value or use, may con-
stitute a taking of property. Further, governmental ac-
tion may amount to a taking even though the action
results in less than a complete deprivation of all use or
value, or of all separate and distinct interests in the
same private property and even if the action constitut-
ing a taking is temporary in nature.

(c) Government officials whose actions are taken spe-
cifically for purposes of protecting public health and
safety are ordinarily given broader latitude by courts
before their actions are considered to be takings. How-
ever, the mere assertion of a public health and safety
purpose is insufficient to avoid a taking. Actions to
which this Order applies asserted to be for the protec-
tion of public health and safety, therefore, should be
undertaken only in response to real and substantial
threats to public health and safety, be designed to ad-
vance significantly the health and safety purpose, and
be no greater than is necessary to achieve the health
and safety purpose.

(d) While normal governmental processes do not ordi-
narily effect takings, undue delays in decision-making
during which private property use if interfered with
carry a risk of being held to be takings. Additionally,
a delay in processing may increase significantly the
size of compensation due if a taking is later found to
have occurred.

(e) The Just Compensation Clause is self-actuating,
requiring that compensation be paid whenever govern-
mental action results in a taking of private property
regardless of whether the underlying authority for the
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action contemplated a taking or authorized the pay-
ment of compensation. Accordingly, governmental ac-
tions that may have a significant impact on the use or
value of private property should be scrutinized to avoid
undue or unplanned burdens on the public fisc.

SEC. 4. Department and Agency Action. In addition to
the fundamental principles set forth in Section 3, Exec-
utive departments and agencies shall adhere, to the ex-
tent permitted by law, to the following criteria when
implementing policies that have takings implications:

(a) When an Executive department or agency requires
a private party to obtain a permit in order to under-
take a specific use of, or action with respect to, private
property, any conditions imposed on the granting of a
permit shall:

(1) Serve the same purpose that would have been
served by a prohibition of the use or action; and

(2) Substantially advance that purpose.

(b) When a proposed action would place a restriction
on a use of private property, the restriction imposed on
the use shall not be disproportionate to the extent to
which the use contributes to the overall problem that
the restriction is imposed to redress.

(c) When a proposed action involves a permitting
process or any other decision-making process that will
interfere with, or otherwise prohibit, the use of private
property pending the completion of the process, the du-
ration of the process shall be kept to the minimum nec-
essary.

(d) Before undertaking any proposed action regulat-
ing private property use for the protection of public
health or safety, the Executive department or agency
involved shall, in internal deliberative documents and
any submissions to the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget that are required:

(1) Identify clearly, with as much specificity as pos-
sible, the public health or safety risk created by the
private property use that is the subject of the proposed
action;

(2) Establish that such proposed action substantially
advances the purpose of protecting public health and
safety against the specifically identified risk;

(3) Establish to the extent possible that the restric-
tions imposed on the private property are not dis-
proportionate to the extent to which the use contrib-
utes to the overall risk; and

(4) Estimate, to the extent possible, the potential
cost to the government in the event that a court later
determines that the action constituted a taking.

In instances in which there is an immediate threat to
health and safety that constitutes an emergency re-
quiring immediate response, this analysis may be done
upon completion of the emergency action.

SEC. 5. Executive Department and Agency Implementa-
tion. (a) The head of each Executive department and
agency shall designate an official to be responsible for
ensuring compliance with this Order with respect to
the actions of the department or agency.

(b) Executive departments and agencies shall, to the
extent permitted by law, identify the takings implica-
tions of proposed regulatory actions and address the
merits of those actions in light of the identified tak-
ings implications, if any, in all required submissions
made to the Office of Management and Budget. Signifi-
cant takings implications should also be identified and
discussed in notices of proposed rule-making and mes-
sages transmitting legislative proposals to the Con-
gress stating the departments’ and agencies’ conclu-
sions on the takings issues.

(c) Executive departments and agencies shall identify
each existing Federal rule and regulation against which
a takings award has been made or against which a tak-
ings claim is pending including the amount of each
claim or award. A ‘‘takings’ award has been made or a
‘“‘takings’ claim pending if the award was made, or the
pending claim brought, pursuant to the Just Compensa-
tion Clause of the Fifth Amendment. An itemized com-
pilation of all such awards made in Fiscal Years 1985,
1986, and 1987 and all such pending claims shall be sub-
mitted to the Director, Office of Management and
Budget, on or before May 16, 1988.
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(d) Each Executive department and agency shall sub-
mit annually to the Director, Office of Management
and Budget, and to the Attorney General an itemized
compilation of all awards of just compensation entered
against the United States for takings, including awards
of interest as well as monies paid pursuant to the pro-
visions of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real
Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, 42 U.S.C.
4601.

(e)(1) The Director, Office of Management and Budg-
et, and the Attorney General shall each, to the extent
permitted by law, take action to ensure that the poli-
cies of the Executive departments and agencies are
consistent with the principles, criteria, and require-
ments stated in Sections 1 through 5 of this Order, and
the Office of Management and Budget shall take action
to ensure that all takings awards levied against agen-
cies are properly accounted for in agency budget sub-
missions.

(2) In addition to the guidelines required by Section
1 of this Order, the Attorney General shall, in consulta-
tion with each Executive department and agency to
which this Order applies, promulgate such supple-
mental guidelines as may be appropriate to the specific
obligations of that department or agency.

SEC. 6. Judicial Review. This Order is intended only to
improve the internal management of the Executive
branch and is not intended to create any right or bene-
fit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law by a
party against the United States, its agencies, its offi-
cers, or any person.

RONALD REAGAN.

EX. ORD. NO. 12861. ELIMINATION OF ONE-HALF OF
EXECUTIVE BRANCH INTERNAL REGULATIONS

Ex. Ord. No. 12861, Sept. 11, 1993, 58 F.R. 48255, pro-
vided:

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of
America, including section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, and section 1111 of title 31, United States Code,
and to cut 50 percent of the executive branch’s internal
regulations in order to streamline and improve cus-
tomer service to the American people, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

SECTION 1. Regulatory Reductions. Each executive de-
partment and agency shall undertake to eliminate not
less than 50 percent of its civilian internal manage-
ment regulations that are not required by law within 3
years of the effective date of this order. An agency in-
ternal management regulation, for the purposes of this
order, means an agency directive or regulation that
pertains to its organization, management, or personnel
matters. Reductions in agency internal management
regulations shall be concentrated in areas that will re-
sult in the greatest improvement in productivity,
streamlining of operations, and improvement in cus-
tomer service.

SEC. 2. Coverage. This order applies to all executive
branch departments and agencies.

SEC. 3. Implementation. The Director of the Office of
Management and Budget shall issue instructions re-
garding the implementation of this order, including ex-
emptions necessary for the delivery of essential serv-
ices and compliance with applicable law.

SEC. 4. Independent Agencies. All independent regu-
latory commissions and agencies are requested to com-
ply with the provisions of this order.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
EX. ORD. NO. 12866. REGULATORY PLANNING AND REVIEW

Ex. Ord. No. 12866, Sept. 30, 1993, 58 F.R. 51735, as
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 13258, Feb. 26, 2002, 67 F.R.
9385; Ex. Ord. No. 13422, Jan. 18, 2007, 72 F.R. 2763; Ex.
Ord. No. 13497, §1, Jan. 30, 2009, 74 F.R. 6113, provided:

The American people deserve a regulatory system
that works for them, not against them: a regulatory
system that protects and improves their health, safety,
environment, and well-being and improves the perform-
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ance of the economy without imposing unacceptable or
unreasonable costs on society; regulatory policies that
recognize that the private sector and private markets
are the best engine for economic growth; regulatory ap-
proaches that respect the role of State, local, and tribal
governments; and regulations that are effective, con-
sistent, sensible, and understandable. We do not have
such a regulatory system today.

With this Executive order, the Federal Government
begins a program to reform and make more efficient
the regulatory process. The objectives of this Executive
order are to enhance planning and coordination with
respect to both new and existing regulations; to reaf-
firm the primacy of Federal agencies in the regulatory
decision-making process; to restore the integrity and
legitimacy of regulatory review and oversight; and to
make the process more accessible and open to the pub-
lic. In pursuing these objectives, the regulatory process
shall be conducted so as to meet applicable statutory
requirements and with due regard to the discretion
that has been entrusted to the Federal agencies.

Accordingly, by the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, it is hereby ordered as follows:

SECTION 1. Statement of Regulatory Philosophy and
Principles.

(a) The Regulatory Philosophy. Federal agencies
should promulgate only such regulations as are re-
quired by law, are necessary to interpret the law, or are
made necessary by compelling public need, such as ma-
terial failures of private markets to protect or improve
the health and safety of the public, the environment, or
the well-being of the American people. In deciding
whether and how to regulate, agencies should assess all
costs and benefits of available regulatory alternatives,
including the alternative of not regulating. Costs and
benefits shall be understood to include both quantifi-
able measures (to the fullest extent that these can be
usefully estimated) and qualitative measures of costs
and benefits that are difficult to quantify, but never-
theless essential to consider. Further, in choosing
among alternative regulatory approaches, agencies
should select those approaches that maximize net bene-
fits (including potential economic, environmental, pub-
lic health and safety, and other advantages; distribu-
tive impacts; and equity), unless a statute requires an-
other regulatory approach.

(b) The Principles of Regulation. To ensure that the
agencies’ regulatory programs are consistent with the
philosophy set forth above, agencies should adhere to
the following principles, to the extent permitted by law
and where applicable:

(1) Each agency shall identify the problem that it
intends to address (including, where applicable, the
failures of private markets or public ins